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All young children can be naughty, defiant and impulsive from time to time, which is perfectly
normal. However, some children have extremely difficult and challenging behavior outside the norm
for their age. The behavior of some children and adolescent are hard to change. Children do not
always display their reactions to events immediately although they may emerge later, incase children
who have suffered from childhood disorders are at a higher risk such as school failure, suicide, and
mental health problems. Teachers play an influencing role in development of personality. Listening to
child's problems is an important skill of a teacher. Most teachers and school personnel concur that
they are able to identify behavioral and academic problems within first few weeks of a school year.
Teacher's expectations and actions greatly affect the child's behavior. A study to assess the level of
knowledge regarding identification of childhood disorders among B.ED students in selected colleges
at Puducherry. The Research design chosen for this study was descriptive study. The study conducted
in selected college at Lawspet in Puducherry. The population includes the B.ED students in selected
college. The sample size for this study was 50 students in selected college at Lawspet in Puducherry.
The sampling technique used for this study is purposive sampling technique. The Frequency and
Percentage distribution of subjects by level of knowledge regarding identification of childhood
disorders among B. Ed students out of 50 samples 5(10%) had inadequate knowledge, 40(80%) had
moderately adequate knowledge and 5(10%) had adequate knowledge.
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INTRODUCTION

Teachers need to communicate care and concern rather than a
desire to punish when reacting to inappropriate behaviors.
Teachers have more responsible for identifying, assessing, and

All young children can be naughty, defiant and impulsive from
time to time, which is perfectly normal. However, some
children have extremely difficult and challenging behavior
outside the norm for their age. The behavior of some children
and adolescent are hard to change. Children do not always
display their reactions to events immediately although they
may emerge later, incase children who have suffered from
childhood disorders are at a higher risk such as school failure,
suicide, and mental health problems. There were
interchangeable terms for childhood developmental disorders,
conduct disorders, emotional disorders, and emotional
disturbances. Children with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) evidence by many problems in the
classroom, including difficulty staying seated and trouble with
organizational tasks. Such behavior are caused by the
impairment of the child in their academic functioning and
place a burden upon their teachers. Teachers need to use
positive interactive approaches than to the inappropriate child
behaviors.

treating children with various disabilities.

Need for the study: Disruptive behavior students are in every
classroom across the nation. Teachers are constantly searching
for assistance, guidance, ideas, suggestions and relief from this
challenge. Yet teachers must remember that they are the source
of hope for many of these children and the person who plays a
most important role in their lives. A teacher's words and
actions can affect child forever. Before we understand children
behavior, we must understand their needs. In addition to their
physical needs, kids need fun, clothing, freedom, power, and a
sense of belonging. Approximately 3-10% of school-aged
children meet criteria for attention deficit/ hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD), making ADHD one of the most common
disorders of childhood (Breton et al., 1999). Anxiety disorders
are the most common mental health problem experienced by
children, with studies reporting between 3-24% of children
below the age of 12 years develop significant anxiety problems
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that interfere with daily functioning (Cartwright-Hatton,
McNicol, & Doubleday, 2006). Sawyer, et al. (2000) One of
the largest national surveys to be undertaken in Australia into
the prevalence of mental health problems and service
provision, revealed that 14% of Australian children and
adolescents experienced some mental health needs. This study
focused on the incidence of three particular disorders among
4500 children: Depressive Disorder; Attention
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder; and Conduct Disorder. These
figures might be compared with the health and well-being
statistics of young people which revealed students who had not
completed secondary education had a higher prevalence of
mental disorders (35%) than those who had post-school
qualifications or who had completed secondary school (under
25%) (Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW),
2007).

A study was conducted on prevalance of behavioral problems
of school going children in Ludhiana. The study included 957
school children they assessed the behavioral problems by using
Rutter B scale, which was to be completed by the class
teachers. Based on the screening instrument results and
parental interview, 45.6% of the children were estimated to
have behavioral problems, of which 36.5% had significant
problems. In Kerala, there is a spurt of private pre-schools now
a days. Lot of private pre-schools are working without
government control and recognition. Criticism is that they
provide activities without considering the psychological
principles applied to pre -school education. It is stated that
children with problems of behaviour in school and delinquency
in later years have discernible patterns of abnormality in pre -
school years.

In Tamil Nadu, approximately 7 lakhs people suffer from
severe mental illnesses, 70 lakhs persons suffer from common
mental disorders, 23 thousand persons above the age of 60
suffer from geriatric psychiatric disorders like Dementia,
Depression, 2 lakhs children suffer from subnormal
intelligence and learning disorders, 11 lakhs children suffer
from other childhood psychiatric problems and 15 lakhs people
suffer from Alcohol abuse and Substance misuse related
problems. While the magnitude of problems in relation to
psychiatry illness is enormous, the mental health care facilities
in Tamil Nadu is not adequate, not evenly distributed with
more facilities available in urban areas than in rural areas. So,
to resolve the above issues, Mental Health Policy for Tamil
nadu state has been evolved.

Statement of the problem: A study to assess the level of
knowledge regarding identification of childhood disorders
among B.ED students in selected colleges at Puducherry

General objectives

e To assess the level of knowledge regarding
identification of childhood disorders among B. Ed
students

e To associate the level of knowledge regarding
identification of childhood disorders among B. Ed
students with the selected demographic variables

METHODOLOGY

Research design: Descriptive research design was used for
this study.

Research approach: The quantitative research approach was
used for this study.

Sample: Students who are studying B. Ed at the selected
college, and who fulfills the inclusion criteria.

Sample size: The sample size for this study was 50 students
Sample Technique:The target population who fulfill the
inclusion criteria are selected a sample by using purposive

sampling technique.

Research variables: Level of knowledge regarding the
identification of childhood disorders among the B.Ed students

Sample selection criteria
Inclusion criteria

e Students available at time of data collection.
o Students who are willing to participate.

Exclusion criteria

e The students who are absent at the time of data
collection.
e  Who cannot understand the Tamil & English language

Population: Population of study will be all B. Ed students

Description of tool: It consists of two parts: Section A,
Section B

Section A: Items on demographic variables consisting of age,
sex, religion, type of family, income, father's occupation, place
of living, marital status, underwent any special training
regarding childhood disorders, source of information about
childhood disorders

Section B: Self structured questionnaires were formulated. It
consist of 25 multiple choice question and total score was 25 to

assess the level of knowledge.

Scoring interpretation

SCORE INTERPRETATION
0-8 Inadequate
9-16 Moderately adequate
17-25 Adequate
Plan for data collection:The data was collected after

obtaining formal permission from the concern authorities, the
investigator obtained the informed consent from the B. Ed
students regarding their willingness to participate in the study
subjects were made by comfortable and relaxed one to one
interview method was used to collect the data

Plan for data analysis:Data will be obtained from the sample
will be organized and summarized with to the descriptive and
inferential statistics. This table Describes the frequency and
distribution of demographic variables of B. Ed students
studying at VCETI such as age, sex, religion, type of family,
marital status, monthly income, place of living, underwent any
special training regarding childhood disorder, and source of
information about childhood disorder.
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Frequency and distribution of demographic variables of B. Ed students

S.No Demographic data Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
1 Age (in years):

e Below 20

e 21-30 50 100

e 3135

e Above35
2 Sex:

e Male 19 38

e Female 31 62
3 Religion:

e Hindu 41 82

e  Muslim 6 12

e  Christian 3 6
4 Type of family:

e Joint family 25 50

e Nuclear family 25 50
5 Maraital Status:

e Unmarried 45 90

e Married 5 10
6 Fathers Occupation:

e  Unemployed 24 48

e Employed 26 52
7 Family monthly income:

e Below Rs.5000 6 12

e Rs.5001-7000 15 30

e Above Rs.7001 29 58
8 Place of living :

e Urban 14 28

e Rural 36 72
9 Underwent any special training regarding childhood disorder

e Yes 2 4

e No 48 96
10 Source of information about childhood disorder

e Book 27 54

e Magazines - -

e Newspaper 4 8

e Internet 19 38

Frequency and Percentage distribution of subjects by level of knowledge regarding identification of
childhood disorders among B.Ed students

Level of Knowledge Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Inadequate 5 10

Moderately adequate 40 80

Adequate 5 10

Total 50 100

LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE

—

10% 10%

Frequency and Percentage distribution of subjects by level of knowledge regarding identification of
childhood disorders among B.Ed students
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Association of level of knowledge regarding the identification of childhood disorders among B.Ed students with selected demographic variables
Demographic variables LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE
Inadequate Moderately adequate | Adequate Total CHI P-value
SQUARE
f(n) % f(n) % f(n) %
Age (in years):
eBelow 20
021-30 5 10 40 80 5 10 50 -
®31-35
eAbove35
Sex:
eMale 3 15.8 14 73.7 2 10 19 0552
eFemale 2 6.5 26 83.9 3 9.7 31 1.188a )
Religion:
eHindu 5 12.2 33 80.5 7.3 41 0.498
eMuslim 0 0 2 66.7 1 333 3 3.369a :
oChristian 0 0 5 83.3 1 16.7 6
Type of family:
oJoint family 4 16.0 20 80.0 1 4.0 25
3.600a 0.165
oNuclear family 1 4.0 20 80.0 4 16.0 25
Maraital Status:
eUnmarried
*Marrid T o |3 fee |1 |we |5 |1 0499
Fathers Occupation:
eUnemployed
S I O O R R
Family monthly income:
eBelow Rs.5000
*Rs.5001-7000 1 16.7 5 83.3 0 0.0 6
eAbove Rs.7001
0 0 14 93.3 1 16.7 15 0.417
3.918a
4 13.8 21 72.4 4 13.8 29
Place of living :
eUrban 2 14.3 11 78.6 1 7.1 36 S521a 0.771
eRural 3 8.3 29 80.6 4 11.1 14 ’
Underwent any special training
regarding childhood disorder
0 50.0
eYes 0 10.0 1 312 1 50.0 2
oNo 5 39 4 83 48 3.776a 0.151
Source of information about
childhood disorder 1 37 2
0 0 0 81.5 4 14.8 27
*Book 1 25.0 0 0 0 0 0.395
eMagazines 3 15.8 15 75.0 0 0 4 4.082a ’
eNewspaper ' 78.9 1 53 19
elnternet

Frequency and Percentage distribution of subjects by level of
knowledge regarding identification of childhood disorders
among B. Ed students out of 50 samples 5(10%) had
inadequate knowledge, 40(80%) had moderately adequate
knowledge and 5(10%) had adequate knowledge. This table
shows that there is no association between the level of
knowledge regarding identification of childhood disorders
among B. Ed students such as age, sex, religion, type of family,
marital status, monthly income, place of living, underwent any
special training regarding childhood disorder and source of
information about childhood disorder.

Conclusion

The research study was done in a view to assess the level of
knowledge regarding identification of childhood disorders
among B. Ed students. The study was done with 50 samples in
Puducherry. The present findings of this study reveal the
Frequency and Percentage distribution of subjects by level of
knowledge regarding identification of childhood disorders
among B. Ed students out of 50 samples 5(10%) had

inadequate knowledge, 40(80%) had moderately adequate
knowledge and 5(10%) had adequate knowledge.
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