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Today, policy makers have become gradually conscious of the 
role of migration flows. Thus research results from this study 
will support government policy makers and planners to be 
better aware of the district attributes that underlie the process 
by which migration flows are directed (Tsegai and Quang; 
2010). Paper has been explores that micro level streaming 
situation in West Bengal. The lack of service, education, 
health, agriculture  opportunities in the origin place and 
better service prospects and infrastructure facilities in the 
urban areas stimulate people to migrate that’s way people are 
migrates  streaming wise (four major migration streams). The 
assessment of female migrants in which stream seems to be 
associated with the distance involved in migration (Premi, 
1980). Flow of migration intra-districts, inter- districts and 
inter-state in recently spatial patterns of migration and huge 
influx of migration. To understanding provincial of inter- 
district and interstate migration flows is vital for anyone 
attempting to study the overall process of regional variation. 
Explaining the dynamics of migration is important since it has 
far reaching implications for setting up government policy 
makers and planners to be better aware of the district attributes 
to motivate the development through migration streaming and 
flows are channelize. 
 
Provincial Streaming and Distance migration  

 
“Provincial migration streaming is a accumulation of 
segregation of various types of stream and distance migration 
within the regions or districts or states (exclude NRI and 
International Migration)”. Women may be compelled to 
migrate owing to their economic condition, in search of better 
work opportunities or may be marriage and traditional 
patriarchal norms in shorter distance, but man’s are more 
mobile over long distance (Ravenstein, 1885). Higher 
percentage of women migrates from rural to rural 
destination compared to rural to urban destination. The 
comparison of female migrants in rural to urban stream 
seems to be associated with the distance involved in migration 
(Premi, 1980). The main motive of this type of female 
migration is to seek and enter the labour market, work as 
domestic servant and seek other manual job. But they failed to 
pinpoint the rural stress. 
Internal migration stream mainly occurs due to the lack of 
employment and other facilities at the pushing state. Less 
development and regional disparities are also the major cause 
of youth migration in West Bengal. Existing literature says that 
most of them studied on broad level work (state level) and also 
focus on research gap between previous and this study. 
Originality of this paper what is the happening regional or 
district level migration in West Bengal. Its paper explores that 
micro level streaming situation in West Bengal. The lack of 
service, education, health, agriculture  opportunities in the 
origin place and better service prospects and infrastructure 
facilities in the urban areas stimulate people to migrate that’s 
way people are migrates  streaming wise (four major migration 
streams). The assessment of female migrants in which stream 
seems to be associated with the distance involved in migration 
(Premi, 1980). This paper particularly focuses on flow of 
migration intra district inter district and interstate in recently 
spatial patterns of migration and huge influx of migration (it 
may be rural-rural, rural-urban, urban-rural and urban-urban) 

creates on human capital formation and also national GDP 
formation. To understanding provincial of inter- district and 
interstate migration flows is vital for anyone attempting to 
study the overall process of regional variation. Explaining the 
dynamics of migration is important since it has far reaching 
implications for setting up government policy makers and 
planners to be better aware of the district attributes to motivate 
the development through migration stream and flow are 
directed. This study focuses on each stream share of total rural 
and urban population by sex wise and why people shift this 
district (origin place) to another district or inter states (Table 
1). 
 

Table 1. Types of Provincial Migration streaming 
 

Sl. No. Migration Stream Distance Migration 
1. Rural to Rural Intra District or Inter State 
2. Urban to Rural Inter District or Inter State 
3. Rural to Urban Intra District or Inter State 
4. Urban to Urban Inter District or Inter State 

    Source: Chakarborty and Kuri (2008) 

 
Objectives 
 
The broad objective of the study is to analyze Provincial 
migration streaming and migrant sex ratio in West Bengal. 
  
Data sources 
 
Data is taken from census of India (2001) D-13: Migrants by 
place of last residence by duration of residence (DURATION 
OF 0- 9 YEARS) has been used to study the flow of in-
migration and out-migration in West Bengal. Here the migrant 
is defined as the person who has changed his/her last residence 
and has been staying in the destination for 0-9 years. 

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
The computation of volume of each migration stream namely 
rural to rural, rural to urban, urban to urban and urban to urban 
has been done. The nature and volume of each stream totally 
depends upon distance migration. Estimation of total migrant 
population in each district is calculated through the structure 
matrix (Fig 1). After that percent of each stream of migration is 
calculated out of the total migrant population of each district of 
West Bengal. 
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Sex ratio has been defined as the number of females per 1000 
males in the population. It is expressed as 'number of females 
per 1000 males. 
 

 
where,  
 

S = Sex Ratio 
fi = no. of female migrants 
mi= no. of Male migrants 
 

RESULTS 
 

Intra district migration stream by sex  
 

The Table 2 shows the intra district migration stream by sex. 
It’s clear that females are more dominated in rural to rural 
migration. They are generally more active in shorter distance 
because females are more vulnerable to long distance 
(Ravenstein, 1985). Data shows that in almost all the district of 
West Bengal females are more migratory in rural to rural 
(70%) intra district stream, except Kolkata (0), North twenty 
four Parganas (58.29%) and Howrah (69.23%).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The rural to rural migration stream for male is high in Maldah 
(83.79%), followed by Bankura (72.44%), Purulia (69.86%) 
and Medinipur (69.10%) and lowest in Kolkata (0%), followed 
by North twenty four Parganas (26.04%) Howrah (44.70%) 
and Hugly (48.11%). Urban to rural migration takes place 
when the person is retired after services or for better peaceful 
life. It’s clear that males are more dominated in urban to rural 
migration. Bankura (21.40%) is the important district of West 
Bengal in urban to rural intra district migration followed by 
Dakshin Dinajpur (15.73%), Koch Bihar (14.50%) and 
Darjiling (14.45%).  Females in urban to urban intra district 
migration. North twenty four Parganas is only district leading 
both male 40.85% and female 21.84% respectively urban to 
urban intra district migration. 

In case of female urban to rural intra district only one district 
has crossed 10%, otherwise no single district has crossed more 
than 8%, that means females are less likely to migrate from  
urban to rural but males are more dominated in rural to urban 
migration, the reason can be explained by number of factors 
like lack of opportunity, unemployment in the origin place and 
similar way attraction of pulling factors such as employment , 
education, medical and technological facilities in destination 
areas. It’s clear that South twenty four Parganas (25.64%) is 
the dominating district of West Bengal rural to urban migration 
followed by North twenty four Parganas (25.52%), 
Barddhaman (22.66%) and Howrah (21.63%).  
 
Among females only two district Howrah (16.86%) and North 
twenty four Parganas (15.16%) dominating in rural to urban 
intra district migration.  Males are more active as compare to 
females in urban to urban intra district migration. North twenty 
four Parganas is only district leading both male 40.85% and 
female 21.84% respectively urban to urban intra district 
migration. 
 
Inter district migration stream  
 

Given the Table 3 clear that females are more dominated in 
rural to rural migration. Females are generally more active in 
within states because of females are more susceptible and 
feeling civic safety. Table shows that almost all the district of 
West Bengal females are more dynamic in rural to rural intra 
district migration. More than 60% female rural to rural 
migration is seen in the district like North twenty four 
Parganas, followed by (15.33%), Howrah (32.87%), South 
twenty four Parganas (36.72).  

A contrasting picture reveals when the turn of inter district 
rural to rural migration comes for male. Urban to rural 
migration takes place when person retired after services or 
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better peaceful life. It’s clear that males are more dominated in 
urban to rural inter district migration as comparison females. 
Interestingly that males are more conquered in rural to urban 
migration, they are dominates neighboring Kolkata Howrah, 
Barddhaman, and Darjiling. Furthermost, table clear that males 
are a more go-ahead as comparison females in urban to urban 
inter district migration. North twenty four Parganas (64.225 
and 60.58%) having only district leading both male and female 
urban to urban intra district migration. 
 
Interstate migration stream 
 

The Table 4 tells  that the males are more vibrant in rural to 
rural in migration (out of four stream) from other state like 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Western part of Uttar Pradesh, Orissa and 
Assam to coming near insight bordering district of West 
Bengal, because of lack of unemployment, infertile land in 
origin place. Females are generally more active in within states 
because of females are more susceptible and feeling civic 
safety. On the other hand rural to rural (compare to four 
stream) female in migration  high from other state like Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Western part of Uttar Pradesh, Orissa and Assam to 
coming near insight bordering district of West Bengal, because 
of females are more go head shorter distance migration. 
Generally females are migrates may be seasonal wise 
(agriculture or tea garden) or complete migration through 
marriage. The neighboring states around West Bengal are more 
prone to receive and send migrants especially if the migrants 
are male. From the table it is seen that male are more likely to 
migrants to the neighboring states like Bihar, Jharkhand, and 
Eastern part of Uttar Pradesh, Orissa and Assam, because of 
lack of unemployment, infertile land in origin place.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Females are generally more active within states because of 
ruling patriarchal society and feeling insecurity. On the other 
hand rural to rural (compare to four stream) female in 
migration  high from other state like Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Western part of Uttar Pradesh, Orissa and Assam to coming 
near insight bordering district of West Bengal, because of 
females are more go head shorter distance migration. 
Generally they are migrates may be seasonal wise (agriculture 
or tea garden) or full time migration through marriage. 
Migrant Sex Ratio 
 

Table 5 clearly shows that the magnitude of female’s migration 
increases over a period of time. The female-male migrant ratio 
as revealed from the table implies that the growth rate of 

female migration is higher than that male migration. A variety 
of factors such as globalization, emergence of gender specific 
labour market, extreme poverty,  mechanism of agriculture, 
environmental degradation are responsible for increasing the 
growth of females migration (Sundari, 2004). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Intra-district migrant sex ratio 
 
To begin with it is necessary to have an idea about migration 
scenario of district level in West Bengal. The Table 1.4 shows 
the intra district migrant’s sex ratio is high among all the 
district of West Bengal, like Purulia (7338), Medinipur (5858) 
and South 24 Parganas (5747). Whereas low sex ratio is 
Northern West Bengal like Darjiling (2103), followed by 
Jalpaiguri (2688) and North 24 Parganas (2796) (Fig. 2).  
 
Inter-district Migrant Sex Ratio 
 
Inter-district (in and out migration) rural to rural migration 
females are more dominating as compared to male migration, 
because of seasonal or temporary migration to fertile area, 
better life style, quality of education , other modern services 
(in case of rural to urban migration or urban to urban 
migration).  
 
If you see the migrant sex ratio of inter district in migration 
high all the district, that’s means within states(West Bengal) 
females are more active, example: in northern area females are 
more migrating than male, because of upper part are totally tea 
belt area and Tarai region comparatively more fertile than 
other region, so, huge demand of females. Inter district in 
migrant sex ratio high in Birbhum, Barddhaman, Bankura and 
Hoogly district of West Bengal and the western part (Purulia 
and Medinipur) comparatively low migrant sex ratio than the 
other part of West Bengal (Fig. 3).  
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Inter district out migrant is sex ratio very high in Bankura 
(3051), Murshidabad (3254), Daksin-24Parganas (2368) and 
Koch Bihar (3118), because of lack of education facilities, 
unemployment and marriage migration also there Inter district 
out migrant sex ratio is very low in Kolkata (922),Howrah 
(1569), South-24 Parganas (1632), Darjiling (1308), because of 
attractive opportunity is there, it may be economy, socio-
cultural and other modernization facilities has present (Fig. 4). 
 
Inter-state Migrant Sex Ratio 
 
Table 5 clearly shows that interstate migration males are 
dominating all the district of West Bengal. If we see that 
interstate in migration low is Purulia (926) followed by 
Darjiling (750), but interstate female migration high in Purulia 
district because of location of Purulia district in boarder area of 
three state ( West Bengal, Jharkhand and Bihar), that’s why 
females are coming surrounding district of Jharkhand 
(Bokharo, Ranchi, Dhanbad) and Bihar (Chandil), same case in 
district of Darjiling (Boarder area of Bihar and Sikkim).But 
Kolkata is the most advancing and modernization district in 
whole eastern region, so, females are more migrates. Low 
interstate migrant sex ratio district like  Hoogly (1223), 
Bankura (1412), and South-24 Paraganas (1406), because of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
this three districts are male dominating (males are coming out 
side interstates).   
 

Table clearly shows that interstate migration males are 
dominating all the district of West Bengal. This table 1.4 
clearly shows that only two district purulia (3323) and 
Murshidabad (2134) females are more actively migrants 
comparatively other district of West Bengal. It may be 
marriage migration or construction work in Chottonagpur Belt 
and low out migrant sex district only Kolkata (481) that means 
male dominating migration (Fig. 5 and 6). 
 

Conclusion 
 

The interrelationship between migration and development is 
most likely to be profitably pursued at the district rural to rural 
migration stream. In West Bengal rural to rural migration is 
substantially higher as compared to India as the rural urban 
wage differential is minimum.  Secondly, inter district males 
and females migration is narrowly inter-truncated regardless of 
whether they migrate from the rural areas within the district or 
same state. This proposes that women typically migrate as 
accompanists of the males though several other micro studies 
have noted that like the migration of single males, single-
females are also progressively moving out in search of jobs or 
service (Mitra, 2003).  
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The social-cultural diversity in the Indian context seems to be a 
major hindrance to population mobility. The social channels, 
which plays an significant role in the background of migration 
are prevalent among the short distance migrants (for females) 
and tend to lose their significance with an increase in the 
distance (for males) between the place of origin and destination 
though there are certain exclusions to this phenomenon. Third, 
male interstate in migration are more active because of 
Chottonagpur Belt region (Mining Region) underneath area 
from which people are moving towards the nodal points like 
West Bengal. Interstate female out migration is high in 
bordering districts like North Twenty four Parganas, Nadia, 
Murshidabad and Koch Bihar because, these districts are also 
the recipient of huge influx of female migrant from rural West 
Bengal. Larger proportion of out-migration from West Bengal 
goes to Western and Northern regions in India.  Employment 
and business remained the main cause of male out-migration 
whereas marriage to neighbouring state seems to be the major 
cause of female out-migration. Intra-district migrant sex ratio 
is favourable to females in all the district of West Bengal. Inter 
district in and out migrant sex ratio skewed in favour of female 
in districts like Hoogly, Barddhaman and Birbhum, because 
females migrate to work in the agriculture sector.  Inter district 
out migration lowest from Kolkata district; because this district 
is extremely modernized as well as urbanized. Interstate in 
migration sex ratio is very low in all the district of West 
Bengal. Huge numbers of males are coming from the Eastern 
region of bordering states (like Jharkhand, Bihar, Orissa and 
Assam) to different districts of West Bengal. In case of inter-
state out migration, sex ratio high in West Bengal. It may be 
due to marriage migration, need for higher education, job and 
huge trafficking migration (coming from Bangladesh to West 
Bengal). 
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